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MINUTES OF THE SIXTEENTL MEETING OF YTHE HNALTLONAL :
COMMISSION FOR WOMEN HELD ON THE 31ST JULY, 1995 Cf§>

The Sixteenth Meeting of the MNational Commission
Lor Women was held on the 3lst July, 1995, under the
Chairmanship of Ms. Mchini Giri, Chairperason. The
following were present :-

1. Ms. Mohini Giri : Chairperson

2. Ms. Ganga Potai : Member \ .

3. Ms. Kokila Vvas - Member

4. Ms. Kailashpati - Member

5. Ms. Manorama Singh : Member

G. Ms. Annie Prasad - Member Secretary

Shri K.K. Kirty, Deputy Secretary, Shri B.K.
Samaddar , Consultant and Shri P.5. Ravindra,
Consultant were present in the meeting teo render

assistance as and when called for from them.

In her introductory remarks Chairperson exhorted
Lhat tha activitieas of the Commission shculd be
meaningful and result oriented. She desired that all
the Members of the Commission should wosk in  a
coordinated manner End consensual decisions should be

taken in matters taken up by the Commission.

The Agenda of the Meeting were taken up for

consideration as narrated below :-

ITEM NO. 1 = Confirmation of the minutes of the 15th
) meeting o©of the Commission held on the
26th December, 1994 =

At the outset the Member Secretary
pointad ot that the last meeting of the Commission
which was scheduled to be held on the 30th
January, 1995 could not be held as the then
Chairperson was away on tour. Subsequently,
the tenure of the Chairperson pg four @ ©Other
Members expired on the 30th January, 1995,
Therefore, the minutes of the 1l5th H;Etiﬁg of
the Commission thus remained to be confirmed by

the Commission although the draft of the
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minutes of the said Meeting was approved by the then
Chairperson. The Member Secretary therefore sought

technical confirmation of the minutes of the 15th

Meeting.

The following items of the 15th Meeting were,
however, discussed before the Commission could give it!

confirmation of the minutes of the meeting :-

Item MNo. 3 of the 15th Meeting : Two-day HNationa
Conference an "Women in Panchayati Raj" to B
Organised by HNCW.

While taking note of this item the Commissic
decided that before a conference is organise
information should be compiled about the States whi:
have not conducted elections to the Panchayat

Action C{MEM)

Item No. 4 of the 15th Meeting : Approval of the Dra
Report on "Development of Female Education amc
Tribal Communities”.

It was noted in the meeting that 5C0 copies
the approveﬂ report were got printed and circulated

all the concerned authorities for necessary action.

Item No. 6 : Finalisation of the legislation propos
at the recentiy concluded fifth meeting 'of the Exp
Commilttee on Law : Submission of the Bills by

Legal Unit for formal approval of the Cent
Government as recommendation of the Commission a

e

wholz. . v

It was mentioned in the meeting® that in pursu:
of the decision of the Commission, the following di
Bills were forwarded to the Government. (Ministry
Human Resource Development) as recommendations of
Commission :- '

| The Marriage Bill, 1994 (forwarded to
Government on 14.12.1994). [

- i ¥

[ii] The Domestic Violence to Women {Preveng
Bill, 1994. (forwarded on 14.12.1994088
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[£4d] The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 1994

(forwarded on 19/24.01.1995).

[iv] The Orphan and Destitute Children
(Adoption) Bill, 1994 (forwarded to Govt.
on 19/24.01.1995).

The Commission noted that the reference to the
Orphan and Destitute Children , Adoption Bill, 1994 has
been omitted inadvertently and in its place, the
reference to the Women and Female Children Welfare
Fund Bill , 1994 was wrongly mentioned. The
Commission, therefore, adopted this item subject to
the modification that for item (iv), the following
shall be substituted, namaly :-

e

"

(iv). The Orphan and Destitute Children
(Adoption) Bill, 19%94",

Chairperson desired that the Minister for Human
Resource Development should be reguested to expedite
introduction of the afore-said Bills in the Parliament
as early as possible. With regard to the Marriage
Bill, 1994 in particular, ‘it was pointed out in the
meeting that certain Members of Parliament belonging
to muslim community have expressed reservations about
this Bill. After some distussions it was decided that
a Workshop on "Gender Justife" would be crganised
sometime in the month of October,1995 in Hyde ro. bo.d-
to consider all aspects of the demand to have uniforn
civil code for all communities in the country
Experts from different communities may be invited t
participate in the proposed workshop, which may b
held for two days in Hyderabad. Ms. Roda Mistry
prominent woman activist, should be reguested ¢t

assist the Commission in organising the workshop.
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the approval of the €hair:

EEC]__LELEEJSE!EIDH of Daily Wage T}'plsts;’Staf[
bDeivera/ Peons, who have rendered more tha
year's service and appointed through Employ!

Exchange.

LE Was ment ioned in the m'eeting that
Commission had no powers to regularise the appoint
of Daily wager Typists/Staff Car Drivers/Clerks/FPe

who had rendered more than a year's service and

# been recruited through Employment Exchange. Howe
r_,..-‘-_\ the Peons and other Class IV could be regularised
5 J;f‘ the approval of the Central Governmenl ,; na
ﬁ1\" Department of Women & Child Development. [IL was
,r-- - decided that o full-fledged Hindi Section Peaded
.L} ;“ Hindi OfLficer and with more posts of Hindi Ty

R should be sekt up in the Commission expeditiously.

{Action D.S&

le] D.O. letter dated the 2nd December, 1994
Shri 5. Ramaiah , llonorary Legal Adv!

addressed to Chairperson, for the settlemen

his cutstanding Bill for payment of Rs. 5000,

him,

]
It was noted that the payment had been mads.

Subject to the aforementionad discussion,
minutes of the 15th meeting of the Commission
confirmad by the Commission without any amend
thareto.

i

(CONTINUED : DISCUSSIONS ON THE AGENDA _ITEM

THE SIXTEENTH MEETING OF THE CDMHI’;SLDN]

[TEM _NO. 2: Revision of the Rules of Procadure of the Ha
Commission for Women :

Member Secretary briefly =xplainsd the obj

D'f making amendments to the existing Rules of Prox

of ths MHational Commission for Women, wWhich was a«

in the first meeting of thz2 Commission held on the



chrunry, 1992, It wns daeclded thnt the revisaod
ules of Procedure of the Commission would be
dopted after considering the proposed changes,

n the next meeting.

3.: Consideratlon of the ongolng activities oL
Commission in the context of Beijing

Conference :

a| Advertisement given through DAVP inviting
entries for Essay Competition on "Status of
Women in Emerging India”.

It was noted that till 31st July, 1995,
0 essays Iin Hindi and 70 in English had been
eceived in the Commission. Separate folders are
Iso being opened for essay in  orrganised
anguages. The proposal for the award of Rs.
000/f/- for first prize, Rs. 3000/- each for two
econd prizes and Rs. 2000/- each for two third
rizes and Rs. 500/- each for ten consolation

rizes was approved in the meeting.

b Seminar on "GCender issues and Indian

publications" to be held on 17th August at
Pragati Auditorium, Pragati Maidan

This was noted and approved {n the meeting.
e meeting wes also infoomed that ~the Minister of State for
omen & Child Development had agreed to

naugurate the seminar.

e Putting up a stall by the Commission i
- Delhi Book Fair to be held at Pragati

Maidan from 12th to 20th August, 1995 :

The Commission gave its approval to the
iring(on rent) of 2 small 35talls in Delhi Book
air to be held at Pragati Maidan from the 12th
o 20th August, 1995 in which publications of the
ommission as well as those ot wEnmn's Studies
ﬁd Vevelopment Centres ot Undertakings will be

isplayed. %
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ldj Qiﬂ““iSiﬂﬁ a Symposium of "Perspectives ot

Youth on Women : Equality, Development and

Peace" with the help of Centres of Women

Studies and Development Centre, Delhi

University

the Commission gave formal approval to
organising a symposium on "Perspectives of Youth
on Women : kquality, Development and Pecace" with
the help of Women's Studies and Development
Centre, Delhi University. The Commission noted
that the symposium will be held in four colleges
larea wise) between 14th to 25th 'August, 1995.
The prize distribution -tunction wili be held in
Delhi University probably on the 29th August,
1995 when students securing the first, second and
third positions will be given awards and

ﬁertificates.
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M NG. 4. : Setting up of a new Unit in the Commission
to facilitate coordination with the HNGOs :

It was pointed out in the meeting that the NGOs
high expectations trom the Commission and the
mission, in turn, could benefit immensely from
sultation and networking with the NGOs. The
irperson desired that in every State the Commission
uld have a_ Liaison Ofticer for networking with the
s as well as the State Governments. She suggested
t tor this purposg a selected list of NGOs from all
r the country 'should be obtained for entrusting thé
. After a short discussion it was suggested that the
tral® Social Welfare Board might be asked to give the
'ts of NGOs and the Members of the Commission could
o give the ﬁames of certain NGOs about whom they have

| knowledge. Ly
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ITEM NO. 5. :Setting up of Counselling Cell in NCW :

At the outset Chairperson mentioned that many
aggrieved women wvisit the Commission but fes]l  shy of
freely narrating their problems to the male Consultants
in the Complaints Cell. Atter a short discussion a
proposal to set up a Counselling Cell with | ady

Lounselliors, was approved.

( Action D.S.}

ITEM NO. 6. : Direction by the Supreme Court to frame

EE‘&EE'“-PmTfli [JI' l:?_v_‘iai ‘i E:__ET}.ll.li?f'.‘I'I'D_E-'E_i-a.ri_ fl?;a
rehabilitation to the victims of rape and

sexual assault

The Commission took note ot the action taken in
this regaera. After a short discussion it was decided
that the present Commission should study the Scheme and
it need be a senior Advocate should be consulted about

the scheme

4

( Action Legal Unit 1
ITEM NO. 7. : Reappointment of Hony. Legal ﬂdvisor!:

Member Secretary explained briefly how the need
arose for appointment Frof. P .M. Bakshi, former

Secretary, Law Commission, as an Honorary LEgﬁl Adviser

to the M. C.W. Thereatter the Commission gave its ex-
poss facto approval to the appointment of Prot. P.M.
Bakshi as Hony. Legal Advisor on the terms and

conditions as ftated in the agenda note. =

ITEM NO. 8. : Implementation of the 146th Report of the
Law “Commission on_ “Sale of Women ond
Chiidren™ : Tnciusion of a new Section 373
A in the Indian Penal Code :

lhe objective of tﬁe inclusion of a2 new Section
373 A in the IPC was explained in the meeting. It was
ment ioned that the Law Commission had recommended in its
146th Report that a new Section 373 A should be includea
in the Indian Penal Code so as to make the sale or

[
pyrchase of a woman .or minor person as a gunishable



[he Law Conmission's recommendations were
the Legal Unit of the NCW and it was felt
with insertion of a new Section 373 A in the
d be necessary to insert a new Secticn 362 A
lso Sections 359, 361, 363 and 373 of the IPC
id Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, =2s suggested
carlier. In its letter dated the 13th March,
HCW informed the Department of Women & Child
hat the matter would be placed at the next
the -Commission as and when the Chairperson

zmbers would be nominated.

ing regard to the above position the
gave its formal approval to the Commission's
ted the 13th March, 1995, addressed to the

af Women & Child Development.

i. : Study HReports received and follow-up
action thereon {as on 27.07.1995): and
proposed studies

> Comuission noted of the lollow-up action on
Reports and proposed Studies as indicated in
nent circulated in the Meeting.

10: Calendar of activities for the period till
31.12.1995 :

1) SEMINARS /WORKSHOPS

| Bridging the Gap :

It was agreed in the meeting that a Seminar
3 tormulate strategies to bridge the gap between
overnment and NGOs and HNCW and nNGDs and to
trengthen the partnership with NGOs tor
ccelerating women's advancement should be heild
owards the end of bSeptember, 1995. It was felt
.hat one day Seminar would be adequate. It was
ilso agreed that NEUs from 5 Stat@s viz. Delhi,
lajasthan, Héryana, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh

should be. invited for the Seminar:




Lender Justice

It was agreed in the meeting that a
shop on "Gender Justice" shouild be held at
end ot Uctober 1595 in Hyderabad. Further
ils are contained in (ltam 6) supra. It was

suggested that the Chairperson would write
the Chief Minister, Andhraz Pradesh about the

ling of the Workshop.

Sexual Harassment at Workplace :

It was decided that a two-and-a half day's
«shop should be held at Delhi in December,
5 to evulve gquidelines as :nstructed by the
. an NGO

Rajasthan. It was neted that the Ministry of

reme Court in a case filed by Vishaka
our would provide funds for inoiding the
kshop and also tor printing the report on the
‘Kshop subsequently.

( Action

] Regional consultations with th2 NGUs :

Pursvant to the proposal to hold Regional
nsuliations with the NUUs all over the country,
¢ Lommission declded to hold a: Szminar at
medabad eo¢r Vadodra during November, 1995.
mbear [(KV) would pursue the matter with the NGOs

Uujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Manharashtra,

jasthan etc.

1}// OFFICIAL VISIT OF NCW TO STATES

It was decided that the Commission would

idertake official wvisits to the undermenticned

A

tates : .
November, 1995------- Himachal PFradesh
December, 1995--=-===-= Uttar Pradesh
Janoary, 1986 -—== Bihar

S




tiember Sccretary stated that before a tour
undertaken by ‘the Commission & Questionnaire
ring all the sectors of development in
pect of women would be sent to the 5tate to be
ited in advance, to have in depth knowledge
ut the status of the women in that particular
ites. The Commission will held discussions at
“ious levels in the State Eiﬁ_ {a) HuUs (b))
ficials (including police) (c) Chief Minister

I Ministers and (d) Judiciacy -
{ Action

:) SELECTION OF AREAS FOR INTERVENTION AND
SETTING UP OF EXPERT COMMITTEES :

-

At the outset the Member secretary
xplained that a number of Expert Committees were
ppointed by ihe Conmission earlier under section

of thne Mational Conmission for Women Act, 1390
o, deal with special issues, The .teaure of the
inid Exnﬂrt Conmittees expired with the expiry of
the tenure ot the Member of the Commission
incharge of the Expert Conm:ttee. After a short
cdrscussion, it was decided that Expert Cosmmittees

nw the fotlowing special issues may be set up :-

[ i1 Laws
L] Justice Delivery System
Tehil Custodial Justice for Women (Nari
Niketan, Mental Home, Remand Home
Ebc..Jd.
[iv]) Vevelopment ot Vomen in tribal
areas.
[w] Deve!opment of Women ot weaker
sections,
[wi] Development of Women of rural areas.
[wiin] Employment tor women
[wiii] Women and Environmept';;" =
; Tix] Women and media ¥

iIlf-‘




it was turther decided that the Jlist of
arts  who were associated with the former
mittees shoonld be put up with additional names
experts for the consideration of the

kmission.

| SELECTION-OF SUBJECTS FOR STUDY

it wWias noted in the meel ing that the

:vious Commission. had commissioned 33 b>tudies

i cus subjects and thai the Department of
Mnd Child Development had suggested that
EJ?..EOHHH$SIDH miaght take uﬁ through
stitutes/NGOs the study of "Violence against
nen” in different States, After a brief
scussion it was decided to take up the study of
plence against women in many more 5tates on the
ttern ot the study made irn O-issa 5tate., Other
udies would be sugrnested by the
airperson/Members of the Commission aftar

sessirg the needs,

11: Collaboration with State ﬁﬂnwﬁssion for
WOMEN :

ter 3 brief discussion the proposal for
ting with the State Commissions tor Women
v holding Seminar/Workshops and in setting up
Cantres (Library) in those Conmissions wa:z
with the pattern of financial assistance to

the year 1995-96 being -as follows :-

] Seminar/Workshop : NCW will contribute 75%

of the cost not exceeding Rs. 1 lakh per
seminar/workshop and for a maximum of 3

seminars/workshops per 5Cw; and

il Resource Centre {Libﬁarfi'“ E mew o will

contribute -75%. ot the cost of only the
boaks subject to a maximum of Rs. 80,000/-
per SCW,
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Chairperson desired that thhe NUw Shoult
aiso explore other ways o

col laboration/networking with the 5CWs.

§TEM NHO. 12: Approval of proposed amandments to Infanm
Milk Substitutes etc. Act as recommended b
ihhe Comnission

it VEES cxplained i the moeet ing thal tht
objective of the amendments suggested in thi

Conmnissinn's letter dated the 14th July, 1995 addressec
to the Uepartment of Women and Child Uevelopmenat was Tt

plug many loophotes existing i the "1nfant Mitl
Substitutes, Fedlng Bottles and Infant Food {hegu!latiol
ot Froduclion, supply and Distribution) Act®, 1381
Passedd by Lhe Farliament in 1392, The nroposed

amendments are based on the recomenendat ions. made in
National Workshap on "Infant Feedinyg Practices and ti
Law" heid jelaivly oy the Commission and UNICEF in March,
19494, The Commission considered the

letter  and  gave the
same etc., formsal approvel.

ITEM NO. 13 : An other items with the pocrmission N
Chairperson : ' \

Pi] lhe Commission decided te hast a lunch,
4th or 10th Augqust, for the delegat
attending the Conference ot South As
Parliamentarians, at Farlioment lio
Annexe. It was declided to oraganise a Pr

Conference at the approoriate time af

the Beijing Conference.

—

fii] it was suggested that ths question

augmenting the powers and raising t

status of the NCW should be taken up wit
e Government.
]
[iftil] 1t was decided to write to selected State
Governments like Bihar/U.¥. calling fol
their reports on crimes of Dowry murdel

’ atrocities against women in those 5tates.
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INUTES OF THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE NATIONAL
DMMISSION FOR WOMEN HELD OM THE BTH NOVEMBER, 1995

he Seventeenth Meeting of the National Commission :
en was held on the 8th November, 1995, under the

nship of Ms. Mohini Giri, Chairperson. The

ng were present:-

« Ms. Mohini Giri Chairperson
!« Ms. Ganga Potal Member
}. Ms. Manorama Singh Member

is. Padma Seth, Advisor, Shri K.K. Kirty, Officiatin
Secretary and Deputy Secretary, Smt. Asha Malik,

hccounts Officer, Shri H.S. Rattan, Section Officer,
C. Chaudhuri, Anne Mathew, Shri K.N. Sawhney,

+R. Sinha, sShri R.N. Banerjee, Shri B.K. Kohli, {

.K. Jain, Smt. 5. Khanna and Shri P.35. Ravindra,

tants, were present in the meeting to render assistance

| when called for f£rom them.

The Agenda of the Meeting was taken up for consideration

dows -

0. 1: confirmation of the minutes of the l6th meeting
of the Commission held on the 8th November, 1995.

The minutes of the l6th Meeting of the Commission
perused in the meeting and after a short discussion

ame was confirmed.

NO. 2: Action taken on the Minutesd the 16th meeting
of the Commission.

The Action Taken Statemen £t was perused and it was
ied that this agenda item should be taken up for
tssion when all the Members of the Commission are
:nt in/the meeting.

W
NO. 3: Consideration and adoption of the National

Commission for Women (Rules of Procedure)
Regulations, 1995,

Tt was noted in the meeting that modifications/






