/' MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION'S MEETING HELD ON 12'"

4 JANUARY, 2001.
Present in the meeting were: [
I.  Smt. Vibha Parthasarathi c Chairperson
2. Smt K. Santha Reddy > Member
3. Kum. Anusuiya Ulke : Member
4. Smit. Nafisa Hussain : Member
S.  Smt. Reva Nayyar : Member Secretary
6.  Smt. Leena Mehendale g Joint Secretary
7. Kum. R. Bhama . Deputy. Secretary

Agenda Item No.l

Leave of Absence.

Leave of absence was granted to Member (V.Daksh), who was unwell
and Member (P.Advani), who continues to be unwell.

Agenda Item No.2

Confirmation of Minutes of the preceding meeting held on 21"
MNovember, 2000.

; Minutes o1 the preceding meeting were contirmed.
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Agenda Item No.3

All India Campaign to review the status of Dalit Women and
Women.

The matter was deferred for discussion for the next meeting
Member (V.Daksh), who had proposed the item was not present.

Agenda Item No.4

Foundation Day Celebration & Workshop — 31.1.2001.

The update was noted by the Commussion. It was further mform
that Vice President has accepted the invitation to inaugurate the programn

However, he will be able to spare only 50 minutes. The programme w
have to be re-worked.

For the invocation song, Ms. Shubha Mudgal would be contacted |
the Chamrperson.  Altemnatively, the Maitreyr College group would |
contacted. Regarding other invitations, it was intimated that MOS would |
oul of station on the day and the Secretary, WCD in New York and thi
would not be available. Office of the HRM has yet to confirm.

Regarding finalisation of names of women to be honoured f
breaking new grounds, the tentative list was finalised as under:

/' 1. Ms. Vijayalakshmi, India’s first Chess Grandmaster.

(e

Ms. Ranjini from Bangalore — a deaf woman, who received the Nationg
Award in Ball Badminton in the open category

» 3 Women Entreprenour running a Hotel with all women employees |
Madurai.

4. Ms. Amita Bose, first National and International Lady Umpire in India.

v 3. One of the women army doctors posted at Siachen.

1



Mrs. Lele, who runs a training programme for women priests, al
actually performing rites with her team members.

r,.,qx
7. One woman coolie from coolies/porters at B-hayjagar and Rajks
Railway Stations. '

8. Ms. Surckha Bhonsle, Locomotive Driver of suburban trains in Mumban.
9. Girl, who performed last rites of her father (Pune).

10.5mt. Malleshwar Devl.

1 1.Women carrying out mining and quarrying after eliminating middle me:

(Chennai).
Skecvasga Pﬁ{L—p?”‘: J

12.Woman truck driver/running training schools for women (Chennai).

13.Dr. P. Bhanumathi Ramakrishna, woman studio owner, also actress,
. singer etc.

14.L1ijjat Papadwale.

15.Dalit woman from Rajasthan, who took on ‘the entire village and
succeeded in drawing water from the village well.

16.Head of Nagaland Mothers' Association — Mrs. Angami.
17.0n¢ of the eunuch Corporators from Madhya Pradesh.

It was decided that the concerned Members/ollicers would obtain the
names/details/bio-data and a meeting would be held on 16" to finalise the
final list of 12 It was also decided that AC two tier fare would be paid to
the 12 persons. It was also felt that we had to hurry as we were running
short of time.
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It was decided that the Commuission should select a Logo fro
received on 12.1.2001. The meeting was attended by the following:

L. Sid. Vibha Parthasarathi, Chairperson
2 Smt. K. Santha Reddy, Member

3 Kum. Anusuiya Uike, Member

4 Smit. Nafisa Hussain, Member

5 Smt. Reva Nayyar, Member Secretary

Joint Secretary and Deputy Secretary were also present. The Con
miade a selection of one entry for the Logo and 9 entries for cor
prizes. For the consolation prizes, a sum of Rs. 5,000/~ per entry w
awarded separatcly after permission is received from the entrants fo
their entries for posters to be issued by NCW on various subjects.

A note was also circulated in the course of the meeting inform
Commission that i the Commission’s publication “A Dec
Endeavour”, the last chapter titled “Looking Ahead” would @
aspirations of the Commuission for achievements during the next

The points to be mcluded were discussed in the meeting and the fol
were approved:

I) Displacement — due to wars, natural calamitics. development proj
etc.

2) “Missing Women” — female foeticide and infanticide.

3)  Violence/Crime Against Women — especially of newer kinds
internet pornography, brutal forms of child sexual abuse.

; 4)  Mental and I'motional Health of Women including break up ol 1
for (a) Urban and Rural Women and (b) Working and Non-W
Women.

3)  Women's Empowerment in Health Management.



6)  Globalization, its impact on women and challenges ahead.

7) Partnership with Media.

8) Empowerment of marginalised women (Minorities, SC. ST etc.).
9) Focussing on women leadership.

|0)  Strengthening women in Agriculture.

‘Additional suggestions would be sent to Member Secretary latest
15.1.2001. A letter would be sent to Doordarshan/Star News/Aaj 1
requesting them to cover the Commission’s Foundation Day. A separ
press release would also be issued on 29™ January, 2001 to ensure go

coverage in the press.

Avenda Item No5

Construction of office building of NCW.

The information was noted. The Commission agreed that
designing be given to HUDCO. MS informed that the additional budg
would be asked for.

Apgenda ltem No.6

Refitting of NCW vehicles with CNG Kit.
Was noted by the Commission.
» Agenda Item No.7

List of Studies/Workshops/Conferences recommended by the Screening
Committee and approved by CP.

List of studies/workshops/conferences recommended and approved
were noted by Li;{,?ommission.
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Agenda Item No.8
Public Hearings of Tribal Women.

The proposal to hold public hearings of tribal women was approved
principle. However, the same would need to be organised at all India lev
although the first pilot programme may be in M.P. The detailed propo:
would be examined by the Screening Committee.

Agenda ltem No.9

Proposal suggesting lines of action for women in custody.

The proposed lines of action suggested in the Agenda note we
approved in principle. However, a detailed proposal was needed. It w.
also noted that for Jail Adalats, separate guidelines/para would need 1o |
prepared. Perhaps, Shri Sadig Jilani. former Consultant, could be called ft
discussion. Since, Mumbai High Court had also taken notice of th
problem, perhaps, they *=  could be approachedafso -

Agenda [tem No.10

Training for Empowerment of Tribal Women.

The idea of training tribal women for empowerment was found ver:
welcome. However, modules needed to be designed and the tramers woul

need to be identified. A detailed proposal was requested from Membe
(A.Uike).

Agenda Item No.l1

Proposal for conducting social awarcness programme for Muslin
Women.

The proposal by Muslim Women's Forum was found good
principle. However, modules would need to be prepared. The pilot could be
launched i Maharashtra.

n: . *



Agenda Item No.12

Amendments suggested by NCW to:-
Factories Act, 1948, Employees State Insurance Act, 195
Minimum Wages Act, 1948.

The recommendations on the above Acts already sent to DWC
noted by the Commission.

Agenda Item No.13

Comments on the Cabinet Note sent by DWCD on the In
Representation of Women Act.

The recommendations sent on the Cabinet Note to DWCD wer
by the Commission.

Acenda Item No.14

Civil Writ Petition — Lily Thomas Vs. UOI — reference from DW(

The Commission decided to support the judgement. Reply to |
be sent accordingly,

Agenda Item No.l15

Report of the Inquiry Committee constituted by NCW to inquil
the illegal custody of girl children — at Horamavu, Karnai
adoption of the Report & Recommendations.

“The revised corrected version of the report were circulate:!
course ol the meeting. The Commission approved the revised repornt
recommendations.

\o*
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}‘J It was further decided that

¥y 3 I. The Cagmmission could send letters to all
Magistrates/Collectors to inspect the orphanages in their jur
send the report on therr functioning.

2. The copy of the reply of the Karnataka State Government
would be obtained from Chief Secretary, Karnataka, thercaft
could write to the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Central
for necessary action.

Agenda Item No.16

Child Abuses in Rajasthan - — Adoption of Re
Recommendations.

The report and its recommendations were approved and
the Commission.

Regarding the matter of Smt. Gigoo of Matoda Gavu |
Police Station, would be referred to the Rajasthan State Conu
Women to look into the matter. '

Agenda Item No.17

Third f!imminl Conference on Child Victims of Crime —
Prospects - organised by the Indian Society of Vietimology —
of the recommendations.

The report and recommendations were adopted.
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Acenda Item No.18

Report on the Study op the Female/Male Ratio (Sex Ratio) conducted
by Society for Social Development, Gwalior — Adoption of the report
and recommendations.

The report and recommendations were adopted.

Agenda Item No.19

NCW’s work on the Status of Minority Women — (Report “Voice of the
Voiceless™) Phase [1. :

‘Notes on two proposals received from Dr. Syeda S. Hameed, former
Member of the Commission, were circulated in the course of the meeting:

a) “Voice of the Voiceless” : One proposal for film *Ujale ki Or” of 30
minutes in Hindustani was approved with a cost of Rs. 3,48, 500/-.

b) The second proposal on the 5 workshops and a common expenditure
was approved for a sum of Rs. 3,60,000/-.

It was also felt that the film and the outcome of the workshops could

be utilised in the social social workshops for Muslim women under ltem
No.l1.

Agenda Item No.20

(1" Extending the Commission’s ongoing project “Preparing the
Women for tomorrow™ to working women’s hostels.

A note on the above was circulated in the course of the mecting.
The proposal to extend the project to 4 working women’s hosiels was
approved with the following proposed budget :

" o
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Js Resource people @ Rs. 1,000/~ per session
(10 modules and 4 hostels; one module requires 3 se:
other moduels 1 session) Rs. 50,000/-

2 Documentation  Reports
Videography @ Rs. 2,000/- faor :
Session - as and when necessary.
2.

Miscellaneous/Contingency Rs. 50,000/-
(2)  Proposal for a Play in the Women’s Empowerment Yea

Chairperson proposed that in the Year of Empowerment
one play, centered on women’s 1ssues and their universal
sponsored by the Commission to be followed by a panel
The play suggested was “Covenant With Death” by Marg:
It is set in ancient Sumeria, where tradition demanded tha
hand maidens be buried along with her — and wo

* conditioned to accept this as an honour, until one of then
against this practice.

The Commission approved the proposal. The '
would be held in the first week of February (before 10"
2001) preferably at the Habitat Centre or 11C.

(3) Film on issues to be taken up by NCW during the year 2

It was nroposed that the Commission may reques
g Film Institute, Pune/National Institute of Design, Ahmedab:
a film for NCW cach on 5 to 6 subjects of about 2 to 3 mii
Five or six topics would be selected, on which a film woul
of still visuals, which could be flashed one afier the other |
Shri Mohan Agashe, Director, National Film Institute.
contacted.

ﬁn\_ﬁ-w‘""
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"’? The subjects suggested were:
; (a) Child abuse
(b)Female foeticide/infanticide
(c) Dowry
(d)Rape

(e) Bride burning

() Wife beating

(g)Ill-effects of liquor

(h) Child marriage

(1) Plight of widows

(j) Trafficking in children

(k) Prostitution

(1) Anemia in women

-(m)Positive traditions regarding the importance/superior st

of women. '

The meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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